
Get up, go to work. Make ends meet. The 
economy is good but you can't pay rent.

Something has to change, this is unendurable.



- How did Liberalism arise as an ideology?

- What does it mean that Liberalism could at one time 
play a progressive role, and at another a reactionary 
one?



Dialect ics  and Feminism
From “Phi losophica l  Trends in  the Femin is t 
Movement”  by  Anuradha Gandhy



- What did Engels mean when he said that class strug-
gle has been inverted into a fi ght for political principles? 

- What do we fi nd ‘dialectical in he relations between 
the “political and the economy”? 



From The Wretched o f the Earth by  Franz Fanon, 
1961

A note on notes. The outside mar-
gins of this pamphlet have been left 
intentionally large so that you have 
space to record your questions and 
thoughts. When you come to a term 
that you want to remember, write 
it in all caps next to where it was 
introduced. When you have a thought 
that is related to the text but doesn’t 
come directly from it, write “Thought” 
followed by your idea. Dialectics are 
complicated, but incredibly rewarding 
to study. Enjoy the journey!



Percept ion,  Unders tanding . . .Dialect ics
From “Notes  on Dia lec t i cs:  Hegel ,  Marx ,  Len in” 
by  CLR James

The dialect ics  of  the  Base and the 
Supers t ruc ture
From a  le t ter  to  Conrad Schmidt  in  Ber l in f rom 
Friedr ich  Engels ,  1890



- What makes material dialectics antagonistic to other 
modes of thought that preceded it?

- What does Rodney mean by the ideology of the work-
ing class? 

- If dialectical materialism is the ideology of the work-
ing class, what is the ideology of the bourgeoisie?



- What are the three levels of knowledge? Give exam-
ples of the fi rst two levels of knowledge

- What is the relationship between the diff erent levels 
of knowledge? 

- What is the danger of ‘Understanding’? 

- C.L.R James writes: “There is a philosophical term 
in Hegel for thinking in fi nite categories. He calls it 
Understanding. When you recognize that the categories 
of thought are not fi nite but move, and when you know 
how and wahy they move, then your method is the 
method of Reason. Don’t think you know that categories 
move. You don’t. You just don’t until you know how 
and why. You must be patient and humble”. Think of 
an example of a category that has moved within your 
lifetime.



As Methodology,  and as  Ideology  of  the 
Working Class
From “Marxi sm and Afr ican Libera t ion ,”  a  speech 
del ivered a t  Queen’s  Col lege ,  1975 by  Wal ter 
Rodney

Historica l  Materia l i sm and the Marx is t 
Theory of  Revolu t ion
From “A Contr ibu t ion  to  the  Cr i t ique  o f  Pol i t ica l 
Economy” by  Kar l  Marx



- What are the forces of production? 

- What are the relations of production? 

- What is the relationship between the “economic struc-
ture/ the real foundation /the base” and the “legal and 
political superstructure”?

- What did Marx mean when he wrote: “The mode of 
production of material life conditions the general pro-
cess of social, political and intellectual life. It is not the 
consciousness of men that determines their existence, 
but their social existence that determines their con-
sciousness”? 

- What did Marx mean in: “At a certain stage of devel-
opment, the material productive forces of society come 
into confl ict with the existing relations of production […] 
From forms of development of the productive forces 
these relations turn into their fetters”? Give historical 
examples.

- According to Marx, what is the primary contradiction 
which drives history? 

- How do dialectics enter into this line of thinking? Be 
specifi c.

- If this is the materialist view of history, what might be 
the idealist view of history? What would an idealist view 

of history say about the relations between “conscious-
ness and existence”?

From Capi ta l ,  vo l .  1 ,  Post f ace  to  the  2nd Edi t ion

From Ursula  Le Guin ’s  speech in  acceptance o f  the 
Nat iona l  Book Foundat ion  Medal  for  Dis t ingui shed 

Contr ib      u t ion to  Amer ican  Let ters

- What makes dialectics a threat to the existing status 
quo? 


